Public Libraries of Vietnam and Laos Training Program

Module 7 – The Internet as an Information Resource

Exercise 5
Search Techniques

Tuesday, 17th June 2008
Instructions:

1. Find and evaluate five library tutorials on how to use the internet. 
1.1. Tutorial name _____________________________________________________
URL________________________________________________________________

I.Độc giả quan tâm: Các trường đại học ở Anh và Du học Anh
Tài liệu : 5 tài liệu
1. List of universities in England From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_universities_in_England 
2. Universities in England http://www.unixl.com/dir/university_and_college/uk/england/
3. Du học Anh http://www.hn-ams.org/~forums/showthread.php?t=16161&page=10
4. Các trường đại học ở Anh, thông tin về du học www.mangduhoc.com.vn/apm/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=3109
5. Những câu hỏi về du học Anh vietbao.vn/Giao-duc/Nhung-cau-hoi-ve-du-hoc-Anh/

Công cụ tìm kiếm : Google, Monava, Yahoo
Thuật ngữ tìm kiếm: Đặt thuật ngữ tìm trong dấu “Universities in England” hoặc “Du học Anh”  
II.Chủ đề: Môi trường ở Việt Nam
1. Giải quyết các ván đề môi trường ở Việt Nam

www.nea.gov.vn/thongtinmt/noidung/khp_23_12_04.htm - 11k 

2.Bảo vệ môi trường

3" 

www.nea.gov.vn/thongtinmt/noidung/khp_23_12_04.htm - 11k

3
. Giải quyết các vấn đề môi trường

 
4" 

www.nea.gov.vn/thongtinmt/noidung/khp_23_12_04.htm - 11k

4
. Tổ chức và hoạt động của quỹ bảo vệ môi trường Việt Nam
www.business.gov.vn/newsevents.aspx?id=6314
5.Nhật Bản viện trợ “Xanh” cho Việt Nam
vneconomy.vn/?home=detail&page=category&cat_name=10&id=bc7375e988a2af
Công cụ tìm kiếm : Google, Yahoo

Thuật ngữ tìm : “Môi trường ở Việt Nam” “bảo vệ môi trường” “việt nam”

Why do you think this tutorial will be useful for your library users?

1.2. Tutorial name _____________________________________________________

URL________________________________________________________________

Why do you think this tutorial will be useful for your library users?

1.3. Tutorial name _____________________________________________________

URL________________________________________________________________

Why do you think this tutorial will be useful for your library users?

1.4. Tutorial name _____________________________________________________

URL________________________________________________________________

Why do you think this tutorial will be useful for your library users?

1.5 Tutorial name ______________________________________________________

URL________________________________________________________________

Why do you think this tutorial will be useful for your library users?

2. Describe the search strategy you used to find the library tutorials on how to use the internet

2.1 What search terms did you use?
2.2 Did you use Boolean operators – “and”, “or”
2.3 What search techniques did you use?
2.4 Did you use “Advanced Search”
2.5 Did you have to modify your search?

2.6 How did you modify your search?

Tips for creating a search strategy 
Source: http://www.sc.edu/beaufort/library/pages/bones/lesson6.shtml
	Be specific
    EXAMPLE:    Hurricane Hugo 
  

	Whenever possible, use nouns and objects as keywords
    EXAMPLE:    fiesta dinnerware plates cups saucers
  

	Put most important terms first in your keyword list; to ensure that they will be searched, put a +sign in front of each one
    EXAMPLE:    +hybrid +electric +gas +vehicles
  

	Use at least three keywords in your query
    EXAMPLE:    interaction vitamins drugs 
  

	Combine keywords, whenever possible, into phrases
    EXAMPLE:    "search engine tutorial"
  

	Avoid common words, e.g., water, unless they're part of a phrase
    EXAMPLE:    "bottled water"
  

	Think about words you'd expect to find in the body of the page, and use them as keywords
    EXAMPLE:    anorexia bulimia eating disorder
  

	Write down your search statement and revise it before you type it into a search engine query box
    EXAMPLE:   +"south carolina" +"financial aid" +applications  +grants 


Tips for using search engines 

Source: http://www.sc.edu/beaufort/library/pages/bones/lesson6.shtml
	Use the plus (+) and minus (-) signs in front of words to force their inclusion and/or exclusion in searches.
EXAMPLE:   +meat  -potatoes
(NO space between the sign and the keyword)
  

	Use double quotation marks (" ") around phrases to ensure they are searched exactly as is, with the words side by side in the same order.
EXAMPLE:   "bye bye miss american pie"
(Do NOT put quotation marks around a single word.)
  

	Put your most important keywords first in the string.
EXAMPLE:   dog breed family pet choose
  

	Type keywords and phrases in lower case to find both lower and upper case versions. Typing capital letters will usually return only an exact match.
EXAMPLE:   president retrieves both president and President
  

	Use truncation (or stemming) and wildcards (e.g., *) to look for variations in spelling and word form.
EXAMPLE:    librar* returns library, libraries, librarian, etc.
EXAMPLE:    colo*r returns color (American spelling) and colour (British spelling)
  

	Combine phrases with keywords, using the double quotes and the plus (+) and/or minus (-) signs.
EXAMPLE:  +cowboys +"wild west" -football -dallas
(In this case, if you use a keyword with a +sign, you must put the +sign in front of the phrase as well. When searching for a phrase alone, the +sign is not necessary.)
  

	When searching within a document for the location of your keyword(s), use the "find" command on that page.
  

	Know the default (basic) settings your search engine uses (OR or AND). This will have an effect on how you configure your search statement because, if you don't use any signs (+, -, " "), the engine will default to its own settings.
  

	Know whether or not the search engine you are using maintains a stop word list.  If it does, don't use known stop words in your search statement. Also, consider trying your search on another engine that does not recognize stop words. 
Stop words are words that many search engines don't stop for when searching texts and titles on the web. Examples include: a, about, an, and, are, as, at, be, by, from, how, i, in, is, it, of, on, or, that, the, this, to, we, what, when, where, which, with, etc. Not all search engines recognize the same stop words. Google has a stop word list but recognizes stop words within phrases surrounded by quotation marks, e.g., "to be or not to be" or "what you see is what you get". 




Tips for Boolean searches 
Source: http://www.sc.edu/beaufort/library/pages/bones/lesson7.shtml
	In Boolean searches, always enclose OR statements in parentheses. 
EXAMPLE:   Yosemite (campgrounds OR reservations)



	Always use CAPS when typing Boolean operators in your search statements. Most engines require that the operators (AND, OR, AND NOT/NOT) be capitalized. Other engines will accept either CAPS or lower case, so you're on safe ground if you stick to CAPS.
EXAMPLE:   "immune system" AND homeopathic (medicine OR remedy)
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